
It has been a very busy term with much to celebrate!

Children have been learning lots in C1 including finding out about
flight with the Wright Brothers and Amelia Earhart, learning how
to make pictograms in computing and making their own purses using
running stitch in DT.

In Class 2, they have been learning about animal adaptations in
Science and had an amazing visit to the West Cumbria Wildlife
Park where they attended workshops to extend their knowledge. They
also created and performed a fantastic play to their parents based
on the Rainforest ... they wrote play scripts, designed costumes and
props and even created their own rainforest sounds using body
percussion in their music lessons!

Class 3 have been busy exploring the life of the ancient Mayan
Civilisation and comparing and contrasting Hindu, Sikh and
Buddhist religions as well as making hand held electronic games ...
which the Year 1 pupils loved testing! 

I would like to say a huge thank you to the parents who attended
our Parents’ Evenings, this is a very important step in supporting
your child - teachers work hard to ensure every child is making
progress so it is great to be able to share and celebrate this with
you. I would also like to thank all of the parents, families and
members of the community who came to support pupils in their
performances, and for donating generously to our Easter Egg Raffle. 

I hope you have a wonderful Easter break - ready to return for a
fun-filled and action packed Summer Term! 

We have adapted our clubs for the Summer Term (to hopefully
match the weather!) including Gardening Club, Rounders and
Nature Club ... please check out the information on School Hub.

Sessions are only £5 per child and are available every weekday
between 3:15pm and 4:30pm.  
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Tuesday 22  April nd

School Starts 8:45am

Thursday 24  Aprilth

PTA Meeting - All welcome!

28  April to 2  Mayth nd

Safeguarding Week

Friday 2  Maynd

Parent Read-Along Event

Thursday 8  Mayth

VE Day Celebration Event

12  to 15  Mayth th

Year 6 SATs - Good Luck!

Monday 19  Mayth

PTA Summer Disco 4:30pm

Monday 19  Mayth

Class 2 Assembly 9am

Wednesday 21  Mayst

C3 Viking Trip

22  to 23  Maynd rd

Whole School Muncaster Trip 
and Residential

Friday 23rd May
School Closes for Half Term

Clubs



Thank you to the parents who contributed to our SEND Survey - we are very pleased that over 90%
of parents feel we are providing good or excellent support for pupils with Special Educational Needs
or Disabilities and are quick to identify and support the needs of all of our pupils.

If you have any concerns about your child, please refer to our SEND Parent Information 
Leaflet or help and guidance on our website to find out how our SEND Team can help.

Safeguarding 
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Statistics show the impact that missing school has upon
childhood learning, self-confidence and mental health and
the Government have published their recent research on this,
which includes the impact this has on overall outcomes and
lifetime opportunities. Click on the link below to view the
report.

At Lowca Community School we take part in the
‘Cumberland Pledge to Improve Attendance’ and details of
this can be found on our website. From this, please note that
Holidays in term time can only be authorised in exceptional
circumstances, by completing a Holiday Request Form in
advance of booking. This can be found on our website or
copies are available from the school office.

Our whole school attendance for this term has been 96.4% which is only very slightly below the
National expectation of 97%. Well done to all of the children who have arrived on time and ready
to learn!

Impact of School Absence on Lifetime Earnings

SEND Updates

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67d2cf8f4702aacd2251cbae/The_impact_of_school_absence_on_lifetime_earnings.pdf


Love the Lakes Challenge 

Lowca Community School CA28 6QS    01946 672656     admin@lowca.cumbria.sch.uk

This term we launched our whole school challenge which aims to get pupils and their families out
and about exploring the amazing landscape and scenery we have on our doorstep. This forms part
of our Cumbrian Award and supports our school values, particularly in relation to wellbeing!

Lunch Updates
Due to the rising costs of ingredients and staff, Orian have increased meal costs this academic
year to £3.40 per meal. We still believe this is good value and children are provided with three
daily options of hot food which is healthy, nutritious and balanced inline with Government
recommendations. 
 
When ordering meals for your child, please ask them which option they would prefer, or support
them to order their meals independently using the School Hub app - we have had several pupils
upset or wasting food as they don’t like the meals chosen on their behalf. Menus are available on
the app and bookings can be made 3 weeks in advance to prevent any lunch orders being missed!

To get involved simply visit the School Padlet and update us with photos, videos and updates of
your adventures to help inspire others to visit new places and try new skills. 

Thank you to the families who have contributed so far ... and remember that every child who
completes 10 activities of 1 mile or more will receive a wonderful Love the Lakes Challenge Medal. 

As part of our Healthy Schools initiative, please remember that packed lunches
should be healthy and nutritious providing slow release energy for the afternoon!
We have had an increase in children bringing in chocolate such as snickers and
Freddo Bars which should be swapped for healthier options. Our Phunky Foods
Ambassadors will be sharing more information about this next term.  



The children have loved taking part in our Character Curriculum
activities this term with their chosen activities coming to an end
with great excitement! 

Our Forest School pupils have enjoyed learning how to light and cook
on camp fires as well as doing litter picks in the village, thinking
about conservation and recycling in the local community.

Our U-Dance Team performed a fantastic dance in front of
hundreds of audience participants for their ‘Shine like the star that
you are!’ routine. They shone on the stage and in evaluations said
they had learned about facing their fears, having fun and helping
each other as well as enjoying the experience of being on a real
stage at the Carnegie Theatre.

Our Phunky Foods group, made various recipes over the course of the
term and decided to open a cafe to showcase their skills! They made
invitations, created a name and logo for their company and made
£20 for charity. It was lovely to see them busily working away
making orders and serving them to their special guests.  

Our STEM Engineers learned lots of skills in problem solving,
designing and testing products in their projects with Miss Taylor.
They created a super strong house for the little pigs, testing
materials and thinking about scaffolding and supports as well as
designed an egg carrier to help Jack carry the golden eggs down his
beanstalk!  

Our Early Years adventurers had fun ticking things off their ‘50
Things to do before you are 5 ¾’ list including building dens,
toasting marshmallows, climbing trees, hunting for flowers, growing
vegetables and much, much more!

On the final week, the children presented all the things they had
been doing in their groups to each other in an assembly. It was
lovely to hear them speak so confidently about what they had
learned, how they felt and what skills they would carry into the
future!  

Character Curriculum 
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Our school shoes are smart and black. To allow for sports at break time or for pupils who don’t like formal
shoes or prefer softer shoes, we relaxed this rule to allow pupils to wear black trainers instead if they wish.
We have changed the wording of our policy to state ‘plain’ black trainers. By doing this, it removes the grey
area of ‘a little bit of colour is ok if they are mostly black’ which leads to ‘all colours are ok as long as
there is some black’. If you are unsure, please contact the school before purchasing shoes to avoid having to
buy more shoes.    

We understand that occasionally things go wrong ... uniform is left at Grandma’s house, soles come off
shoes etc. If you let your child’s class teacher know, this is fine and there are no consequences. However, if
a child repeatedly and deliberately tries to break the rules, there will be consequences and they may be
provided with a spare uniform or shoes to wear for the day.
 

School Uniform Update
At Lowca School, wearing our school uniform helps us to:

Stay Safe ... we can be easily seen and identified; hoop earrings can get caught at playtime
Feel part of our School Family ... creates a sense of belonging and unites us like a football team
Reduce clothing costs ... no choosing which outfit to wear; affordable for everyone
Enjoy activities ... without worrying about getting expensive clothes dirty or covered in paint
Reduce arguments ... no disputes over what to wear or time wasted choosing clothing
Set the tone for learning ... we are professional and feel ready to learn
Make it fair ... we all have the same expectations, we all follow the same rules
Avoid comparison ... no need for expensive brands; no bullying for wearing the wrong brands

As a reminder our Uniform consists of

White Polo Shirt 
(plain or with school logo)

Black or Grey Trousers, Skirt
Pinafore or Shorts

Navy Blue Jumper, Cardigan,
Hoodie or Fleece 

(plain or with school logo)

Hair tied back and out of
eyes

Single pair of stud earrings 
(must be removed or covered for P.E.)

No make-up or false nails

Plain black shoes or trainers

Thank you for your support in helping your children to follow our rules!

Navy & White Gingham / Summer
Dress Optional
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Mrs Walker would like to thank the Governors for giving up their time to support our school and to
the staff for the huge difference they make to our pupils lives on a daily basis! If you would like
to get involved and become a member of the Governing body, please contact Sue Richardson, our
Chair of Governors at SR@lowca.cumbria.sch.uk or contact the School Office.

Governor Monitoring
This half term, members of the Governing Board came into the school
to monitor our school improvement priorities. As part of the visit they
spoke with staff about workload and wellbeing, spoke with pupils about
behaviour and safeguarding and got a feel for general school life by
visiting lessons, looking through pupils’ books and observing break times
and lunch time routines.

They spoke with class teachers about their curriculum and pupils
progress; with subject leaders who shared our key developments across
core subjects; as well as with teaching assistants regarding  recent
training, our new phonics scheme and various pupil support initiatives.
The Governors visited our Early Years setting and spoke with our
littlest learners about what they liked about being our school. 

The governors were very pleased to report that the school is a happy
place to be, with a dedicated and passionate staff team and friendly,
family ethos, and that good progress was being made towards our
School Improvement Plan. They were delighted with the maturity,
honesty and openness of our pupils who spoke about their school
experience with confidence.

 

Celebration Assembly
We had so much to celebrate in our final assembly of the term that we had to have two in order
to fit everything in! First of all were our Stars of the Week, our Medal of Independence Winner,
our 100% Attendance certificates and our Headteacher Award ... and then we held our Easter Egg
Raffle and Egg Decorating Competition Awards! There were some fantastic entries this year, the
judging governors had some very difficult decisions to make!

Finally, we said a fond
farewell to Mrs Hamilton who,
due to personal and family
commitments, has decided to
pursue a career outside of the
Primary classroom. We wish
her lots of luck in her new
role and hope she will pop in
to see us soon.
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Community News 
If you know of any events in our community or an activity that our families may be interested
in please get in touch with the office and let us know.


