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Introduction 

At Lowca community school we believe every child is entitled to a broad, balanced and relevant 

curriculum that includes the requirements of the National Curriculum.  We believe that English is of 

fundamental importance, as a means of expressing feelings, sharing needs, establishing contact with 

others and developing relationships, and understanding the feelings and ideas of others.  These are 

crucial for happiness and developing life skills. We are therefore committed to developing English 

skills and knowledge to help children achieve a confident, fluent and appropriate use of language 

Aims 

 Read with enjoyment and understanding for a variety of purposes 

 Write for different purposes in an appropriate style using spelling, punctuation and syntax 

accurately and confidently 

 Communicate effectively 

 Develop listening skills 

Key features 

Children will participate in 

 A daily English lesson 

 Individual, paired or group reading session appropriate to their age 

 Letter formation support and handwriting practice beginning joined writing in year 2 

 Planned daily phonics lessons in Reception, year 1 and 2 

 Spelling practice and support for special educational needs for spelling with a weekly 

“spelling test” 

 Regular writing sessions mark making, scribed, supported to sound out,  independent with 

word lists, sustained writing sessions, editing skills 

 Cross curricular writing opportunities 

Rationale for reading 

Reading requires 4 main skills 

Phonological-being able to interpret marks and shapes into sounds,  

Syntactical-“saying it silly” then using context grammar and word order to work out what the new 
word could be and if it fits. 

Semantic-understanding the meaning being conveyed 

Motivational- Enjoying reading and being curious to find out and confident enough to persevere 

The development of these skills is nurtured with a daily phonic session in reception, year 1 and year 

2 and builds on their love of stories, environmental text, rhymes, songs and poems. Children in 

reception are assessed regularly and this informs groupings .Those not making expected progress 

have targeted interventions. Children in year 2 will consolidate their skills as part of their spelling 
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sessions. Pupils in key stage 2 that are not making expected progress will also be supported with 

targeted interventions. 

Reading is supported by the Oxford reading tree scheme, as well as many rich and varied non -

scheme books. Children have books that are at instructional level, not so difficult that they cannot 

retain the high % of new words, but challenging enough to decode, and remember 2 words out of 

each 100.The levels or stages of the Oxford reading tree help to gradually increase difficulty and new 

words but there is no requirement for children to cover every book in each stage if they are “too 

easy” for them. Teachers take the time to focus on the fun/excitement of the text rather than the 

stage the pupil is on. Each classroom has a cosy reading area. 

We recognise the value of home partnership in developing reading and so children are given a 

reading book from the first day in reception. We ask parents to read with their child each day and 

sign, date and comment in their yellow reading journal. This along with spelling shed and sum dog 

forms their homework. 

Rationale for Development of speaking and listening 

Speaking and listening precedes coded reading and writing. A child thinks and says aloud the words 

they want to write, and understands what they hear and listen to read aloud.  Children have many 

opportunities for oracy through role play, show and tell,  retelling stories, drama. Also performing 

poems, rhymes, games, joining with stories, visiting the listening corner, asking and answering 

stories and speaking to adults and peers and listening to each other and remembering what was 

said. Where there are concerns about a child’s speech the speech therapist will be contacted for 

assessment and advice and an Individual plan administered. They have talk partners, and group 

challenges to help develop careful and responsive speakers and listeners.  

Rationale for the teaching of writing 

Writing will cover the wide range outlined in the National Curriculum with text, style,  sentence and 

word skills being covered in spoken aloud, shared, modelled, dictated, scribed, guided and 

independent sessions of increasing length - appropriate to age. Children develop the skills of reading 

back their writing, editing and redrafting. They develop the skills of how to plan, improve and 

present their work. We recognise the link between hearing and reading rich literature and how this 
is absorbed into the mind and filters back in to the child’s own compositions.  

 A whole school use of spelling shed and spelling booklets reflects the spelling lists from reception to 

year 6.Children practice spelling using the look, say, cover, write, check method and we recognise 

the importance of spelling being in the hand, “I need to write it down”, recognising the shape “it 

doesn’t look right”, as well as the phonetic patterns writing uses. Children learn how to use Digital 

devices and “word program” to write and save their written work.  

SEND 

A high ratio of adults to pupil allows lots of opportunities for pupils to practise their speaking and 

listening skills and also receive the support they need to progress in the subject of English. Children 

identified as needing additional support receive an Individual Educational plan. Burt reading test can 

also be used to attribute a reading age to decide if a child may meet the criteria to ask for an EHCP 
assessment. 
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Planning and progression of skills and knowledge 

Please see our schemes of work which describes each years content and how this is delivered 

through topic themes. 

Parental involvement 

Parents have a vital role to play in the development of their child’s reading. Children take home a 

book every evening and are encouraged to read some of this at home to a grown-up. A phonics 

workshop at the initial transition meeting for reception pupils explains how parents can support 

their child’s reading, writing, speaking and listening. The reception teacher also explains at the 

beginning of reception stage how to support the teaching of phonics and make best use of take 
home phonics resources. 

Assessment and record keeping. 

Children are given daily oral feedback on their work with suggestions for next steps. Teachers use 

their experience and expertise to diagnostically assess the progress of children and respond to their 

learning needs. As the child’s reading skills develop work will also be annotated where appropriate 

but not in an onerous way. A termly book scrutiny looks for individual progress towards the end of 

year expectations. This is shared at termly parents’ meetings and in the annual report. The annual 

report describes which end of year expectations have been met and what the child’s next steps will 

be. In addition records of weekly spelling tests are kept and monitored.  Pupils are also monitored 
against the common word lists in the national Curriculum. 

Formal Summative assessment; 

 End of Foundation stage- Each child is assessed to see if they have met their Early Learning 

Goals. This is shared in a report to parents. 

 June year 1- Phonics test 

 End of key stage1 SATs tests and teacher assessment using the DfE framework.  

 End of key stage 2 SATs tests and teacher assessment using the DfE framework 

 

 
Equality of opportunity 

We value each child as a unique individual. We will strive to meet the needs of all our children and 
meet all the statutory requirements relating to matters of inclusion. 

 

Underpinning principles 

 

Teachers develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary as integral aspects of the 

teaching of every subject. English is both a subject in its own right and the medium for teaching; for 

pupils, understanding the language provides access to the whole curriculum. Fluency in the English 

language is an essential foundation for success in all subjects.  
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Spoken language  

Pupils are taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using Standard English. They learn to 

justify ideas with reasons; ask questions to check understanding; develop vocabulary and build 

knowledge; negotiate; evaluate and build on the ideas of others; and select the appropriate register 

for effective communication. They are taught to give well-structured descriptions and explanations 

and develop their understanding through debate, speculating, hypothesising and exploring ideas. 
This enables them to clarify their thinking as well as organise their ideas for writing.  

Reading and writing  

Teachers develop pupils’ reading and writing in all subjects to support their acquisition of 

knowledge. Pupils are taught to read fluently, understand extended prose (both fiction and non-

fiction) and be encouraged to read for pleasure. We promote wider reading by immersing children in 

stories and non-fiction either with whole stories, longer novels shared over time or extracts to give 

pupils a taster of an author or style. Each classroom has a reading area. We set ambitious 

expectations for reading practice at home and this forms a key part of the children’s homework. Rich 

language in their reading is absorbed by the children and then emerges in their own writing. Pupils 

begin by composing short caption to describe their pictures or experiences then develop the stamina 

and skills to write at length, with accurate spelling and punctuation. They are taught the correct use 

of grammar. They build on what they have been taught to expand the range of their writing and the 

variety of the grammar they use. The writing they do, includes narratives, explanations, descriptions, 

comparisons, summaries and evaluations: such writing supports them in rehearsing, understanding 

and consolidating what they have heard or read. 

Vocabulary development  

Pupils’ acquisition and command of vocabulary are key to their learning and progress across the 

whole curriculum. Teachers therefore develop vocabulary actively, building systematically on pupils’ 

current knowledge. They increase pupils’ store of words in general; simultaneously, they also make 

links between known and new vocabulary and discuss the shades of meaning in similar words. In this 

way, pupils expand the vocabulary choices that are available to them when they write. In addition, it 

is vital for pupils’ comprehension that they understand the meanings of words they meet in their 

reading across all subjects, and older pupils should be taught the meaning of instruction verbs that 

they may meet in examination questions. It is particularly important to induct pupils into the 

language which defines each subject in its own right, such as accurate mathematical and scientific 

language.  

 

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language 

and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to 

develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum 

for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  
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 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 

linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language  

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for 

a range of contexts, purposes and audiences  

 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 

their understanding and ideas  

 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in debate.  

The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions:  

 word reading or decoding of the squiggles to make sounds and then words  

 comprehension (both listening and reading). It is essential that teaching focuses on 

developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions; different kinds of teaching are needed 

for each. Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of 

unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. 

Underpinning both is the understanding that the letters on the page represent the sounds in 

spoken words. This is why phonics is emphasised in the early teaching of reading to 

beginners (i.e. unskilled readers) when they start school. Good comprehension draws from 

linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the 

world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high -quality discussion 

with the teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-

fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to 

develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live, to establish an 

appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading 

widely increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or 

use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure -

house of wonder and joy for curious young minds. Writing the programmes of study for 

writing at key stages 1 and 2 also have two main dimensions:   

transcription (spelling and handwriting)  

 composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing). It is essential 

that teaching develops pupils’ competence in these two dimensions. In addition, pupils are 

taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. These aspects of writing have been 

incorporated into the programmes of study for composition. Writing down ideas fluently 

depends on effective transcription: that is, on spelling quickly and accurately through 

knowing the relationship between sounds and letters (phonics) and understanding the 

morphology (word structure) and orthography (spelling structure) of words. Effective 

composition involves forming, articulating and communicating ideas, and then organising 

them coherently for a reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose and 

context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. Writing also 

depends on fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy handwriting.  

 

 

 

Pupils are taught to:  
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 listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers  

 ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

 use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

 articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions  

 give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, 

including for expressing feelings  

 maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 

topic and initiating and responding to comments 

 use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas  

 speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English  

 participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations 

and debates  

 gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  

 consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others  

 select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 

 enhance the effectiveness with which they are able to communicate across a range 

of contexts and to a range of audiences.  

 They have opportunities to work in groups of different sizes – in pairs, small groups, 

large groups and as a whole class.  

 Pupils learn how to take turns and when and how to participate constructively in 

conversations and debates. 

 In lessons the teacher will ask them for more adventurous words to describe part of 

their story or have a specific lesson for “words the same as” in order to develop a 
broader, deeper and richer vocabulary. 

This policy will be reviewed in September 2022. 

 


