
 

 

Curriculum Progression in Writing  

  

Year 
Group  

30-50 months   40-60 months   

Early 
Years   

Uses one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. 

makes snips in paper with scissors (MH)  
  
Hold pencil between thumb and two fingers, no 
longer uses whole-hand grasp. (MH)  
  
Holds pencil  near point between first two fingers 
and thumb and uses it with good control. (MH)  
  
Can copy some letter, e.g. letters from their 

name. (MH)  
  
Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw 
and paint. (W)  
  
Ascribes meaning to marks that they see in 

different places.  
(W)  

 Shows a preference for a dominant hand. (MH)  

 Begins to use anticlockwise movement to retrace vertical l ines. (MH)  

 Begins to form recognisable letters. (MH)  

 Uses a pencil  and holds it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. (MH)  

 Handles equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. (MH – ELG)   

 Shows good control and co-ordination in large and small movements. (MH – ELG)   

 Gives meaning to make they make and they draw, write and paint. (W)  

 Begins to break the flow of speech into words. (W)  

 Continues a rhyming string. (W)  

 Hears and says the initial sounds in words. (W)  

 Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together. (W)  

 Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. (W)  

 Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in sequence. 
(W)  

 Write own name and other things such as labels and captions. (W)  

 Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful context. (W)  

 Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds.  (W – ELG) 

  They also write some irregular common words. (W – ELG) 

 They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. (W – ELG)   



 

  
Curriculum Progression in Writing 

Transcription 
Handwriting   

Year 1   Year 2  Year 3 & 4  Year 5 & 6   

Sit correctly at a table, holding a 
pencil  comfortably and correctly.   
  
Begin to form lower-case letters in 

the correct direction, starting and 
finishing in the correct place – 
beginning to use the diagonal and 

horizontal strokes needed to join 
letters.  
  
Form capital letters.  
  
Form digits 0-9  
  
Understand which letters belong 
to handwriting families and 

practise these.   
  
Leave spaces between words. 

Form lower-case letters of the 
correct size relative to one another  
– with clear ascenders and 
descenders.   
  
Use the diagonal and horizontal 
strokes needed to join letters.   
  
Write capital letters and digits of 
the correct size, orientation and 
relationship to one another and to 

lower-case letters.  
  
Use spacing between words that 
reflects the size of the letters.   

Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes 
needed to join letters beginning to join 

letters.   
  
Increase the legibil ity, consistency and 
quality of their handwriting (for example, by 

ensuring that the down-strokes of letters are 
parallel and equidistant; that l ines of writing 
are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders 

and descenders of letters do not touch).   
  
  

Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed.  



 

Composition   Write sentences by:  
  
Saying out loud what they are 
going to write  
Composing a sentence orally 

before writing sounding out with 
the teacher who scribes  
Sequencing sentences to form 
short narratives  
Re-reading what they have 
written to check that it makes 

sense  
Writing dictated sentences 
linked to phonics focus and 
using “tricky words”(Common 
exception words from National 
Curriculum) 
  
Discuss what they have written  
with the teacher and others  
  
Reading aloud their writing 
clearly enough to be heard by the 

teacher and others.  
Linked to the topic theme children 
will  learn about 

 Stories with familiar 
settings 

 ,lists and signs, 

 Stories with repeated 
patterns  

 Stories from other 
countries  

 Stories with repeated 
patterns  

 Instructions  

 Non fiction , 
 Poetry – Rhyming 

perform, Traditional 

Develop positive attitudes 
towards and stamina for writing 
by:  
  
Writing narratives about personal 
experiences and those of others  
(real or fictional)  
Writing about real events  
Writing stories some inspired by 
books they have read  
Writing for different purposes  
Such as recipes, poems, letters 
  
Consider what they are going to 
write by:  
  
Planning or saying aloud what 
they are going to write about  
 
Writing down ideas, key words, 

including new vocabulary  
Linked to the topic theme children 
will  learn about 
 

 Stories with familiar 
settings 

 ,lists and signs, 

 Stories with repeated 
patterns  

 Stories from other 
cultures 

 Stories with repeated 
patterns  

 Instructions recipes 

 Non fiction  contents 
and index, headings, 

 Poetry – Rhyming 
perform, Traditional 
tales Contemporary 

Plan their writing by:  
  
Discussing writing similar to that which they 
are planning to write in order to understand 

and learn from its structure, vocabulary and 
grammar  
Discussing and recording ideas  
  
Draft and write it by:  
  
Composing and rehearsing sentences orally 
(including dialogue), progressively building a 
varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing 

range of sentence structures  
Organising paragraphs around a them  
Creating settings, characters and a plot 
Using simple organisational devises (e.g. 
headings, sub-headings etc.) Suffixes from 
Year 2 (‘-s’, ‘-es’, ‘-er’, ‘-ed’, ‘-ing’) Revise 
prefix ‘un-’ Prefixes ‘sub-’ and ‘tele-’ 
Prefixes ‘mis-’ and ‘re-’ Words from 
statutory and personal spelling lists 
Previously taught suffixes (‘-ed’, ‘-ing’, ‘-
s’, ‘-es’, ‘-ness’, ‘-ful’, ‘-less’) Suffix ‘-ly’ 
with root words Teach prefix ‘dis-
’(disappoint, disagree, disobey) Apply 
prefix ‘un-’ Apostrophes for contractions 
words from statutory and personal 
spelling lists Rarer GPCs: words with the 
/eɪ/ sound spelt ‘ei’ (vein), ‘eigh’ (eight), 
‘aigh’ (straight) or ‘ey’ (they) 
Homophones (brake/break, grate/great, 
eight/ate, weight/wait, son/sun) 
Prefixes ‘mis-’ and ‘re-’ The /ɪ/ sound 
spelt ‘y’ Proofreading Words ending 
with the /g/ sound spelt ‘-gue’ and the 
/k/ sound spelt ‘-que’ (French in origin) 
The /ɪ/ sound spelt ‘y’ Apostrophe for 
contraction Words with the /ʃ/ sound 

Plan their writing by:  
  
Identifying the audience for and the purpose of 
their writing, selecting the appropriate form and 

using other similar writing as models for their 
own compositions  
Noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on 

reading and research where necessary  
Considering how authors have developed 
characters and settings in books pupils have read, 
l istened to or seen performed  
  
Draft and re-write by:  
  
Selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 
understanding how such choices can change and 
enhance meaning use of nouns or pronouns, 
noun phrases, fronted adverbials 
grammatical differences between plural and 
possessive,) Relative Clauses Modal Verbs 
Adverbs Ready to Write (revision from 
previous term) Parenthesis Expanded Noun 
Phrases Tenses Ready to Write (revision from 
previous terms)) Cohesion Punctuation 
Revision Commas (fronted adverbials) 
Inverted commas to punctuate direct speech 
Revision Commas/Brackets/Dashes to 
indicate parenthesis Revision Commas to 
separate clauses Handwriting Consistently 
joined fluent handwriting. Consistently joined 
fluent handwriting. Consistently joined fluent 
handwriting. Phonics/Spelling Letter strings – 
ough Words with silent letters Etymology 
Words ending in ‘-able’ and ‘-ible’ 
Homophones Words from statutory and 
personal spelling lists Proofreading for 
spelling errors Strategies for learning words: 
words from statutory and personal spelling 
lists Strategies for learning words: using a 



 

tales Contemporary 
Narrative Classic Poetry 
- Traditional stories 

 

 
Phonics 
 Review Phase 3 and 4 Phase 5 
/ai/ ay play /ow/ ou cloud 
Phase 5 /ee/ y funny /e/ ea 
head /w/ wh wheel Phase 5 
/ai/ eigh aigh ey ea eight 
straight grey break /n/ kn gn 
knee gnaw /m/ mb thumb /oi/ 
oy toy /ea/ ea each /ur/ ir bird 
/igh/ ie pie /oo/ /yoo/ ue blue 
rescue /yoo/ u unicorn /oa/ o 
go /igh/ i tiger /ai/ a paper / 
ee/ e he /ai/ a-e shake /igh/ i-e 
time /oa/ o-e home /oo/ /yoo/ 
u-e rude cute /ee/ e-e these 
/oo/ /yoo/ ew chew new /ee/ 
ie shield /or/ aw claw /oa/ oe 
ou toe shoulder /igh/ y fly /oa/ 
ow snow /j/ g giant /f/ ph 
phone /l/ le al apple metal /s/ c 
ice /v/ ve give /u/ o-e o ou 
some mother young /z/ se 
cheese /s/ se ce mouse fence 
/ee/ ey donkey /oo/ ui ou fruit 
soup /ur/ or word /oo/ u oul 
awful could /air/ are share /or/ 
au aur oor al author dinosaur 
floor walk /ch/ tch ture match 
adventure /ar/ al a half* 
father* /or/ a water schwa in 
longer words: different /o/ a 
want /air/ ear ere bear there 
/ur/ ear learn /r/ wr wrist /s/ st 

Narrative Classic Poetry 
- Traditional stories and 
explore their message. 

 

 
Co-ordination (using or, and, or 
but) Subordination (using 
when, if, that, or because) 
Sentence Types How the 
grammatical patterns in a 
sentence indicate its function 
as a question How the 
grammatical patterns in a 
sentence indicate its function 
as a command Use of –ly in 
Standard English to turn 
adjectives into adverbs How 
the grammatical patterns in a 
sentence indicate its function 
as a exclamation How the 
grammatical patterns in a 
sentence indicate its function 
as a statement Learn how to 
use the present and past 
tenses correctly and 
consistently including the 
progressive form Correct 
choice and consistent use of 
present tense and past tense 
throughout writing Formation 
of nouns using suffixes such as 
–ness, –er and by 
compounding[for example, 
whiteboard, superman] 
Formation of adjectives using 
suffixes such as –ful, Use of the 
suffixes –er, –est in adjectives 
Consolidation of all KS1 

spelt ‘ch’ (mostly French in origin) as 
well as ‘s’,‘ss(ion/ure’) Revise suffixes ‘-
ness’ and ‘-ful’ Teach suffixes ‘-less’ and 
‘-ly’ Prefixes ‘super-’ and ‘auto-’ 
Homophones Words with the /k/ sound 
spelt ‘ch’ (Greek in origin) ending in ‘le’ 
and ‘ic’ Suffix ‘-ly’ From Years 1 and 2: 
vowel digraphs Rare GPCs (/ɪ/ sound) 
The /ʌ/ sound spelt ‘ou’ Homophones 
(including heel/heal/he’ll, plain/ plane, 
groan/grown and rain/rein/reign) Cross-
curricular opportunities for writing Diary 
en 
Yr 4 - revisiting Year 3- determiners, 
conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions, 
present perfect and simple past tense. 
Pronouns Fronted Adverbials Noun 
phrases Standard English Paragraphs 
Revision/Consolidation Using a wider 
range of conjunctions 
Revision/Consolidation Punctuation 
Ready to Write- revisiting Year 3- 
Inverted commas. Using commas after 
fronted adverbials Speech punctuation 
Apostrophes- using the possessive 
apostrophe with plural nouns Difference 
between plural and possessive ‘s’ Using 
commas in multi clause sentences. 
Revision/Consolidation Handwriting- 
Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes 
that are needed to join letters. Increase 
the legibility, consistency and quality of 
their handwriting. Use the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes that are needed to 
join letters. Increase the legibility, 
consistency and quality of their 
handwriting. Use the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes that are needed to 

range of strategies Strategies at the point of 
writing: using etymological/ morphological 
strategies for spelling Using spelling journals 
for Etymology Revision - plurals, adding ‘-s’, ‘-
es’ and ‘-ies Revision - apostrophe for 
contraction and possession Words from 
statutory and personal spelling lists Use of 
the hyphen Using a dictionary to support 
learning word roots, derivations and spelling 
pattern Using dictionaries to create word 
webs Building new words from known 
morphemes Building words from root words 
Homophones Words with the /i:/ sound spelt 
‘ei’ ‘ei’ and ‘ie’ words Proofreading for words 
on statutory list Homophones  
Yr6 Synonyms and Antonyms Word Classes 
Active / Passive Sentences Subjunctive form 
Cohesion Formal and Informal Vocabulary 
and Structures Revision/Consolidation 
Punctuation Revision/Accuracy of 
punctuation Bullet points Commas to clarify 
meaning Brackets, dashes and commas for 
parenthesis Hyphens Colons, semi-colons and 
dashes to mark boundaries between 
independent clauses Revision/Consolidation 
Handwriting  Consistently joined fluent 
handwriting Consistently joined fluent 
handwriting Consistently joined fluent 
handwriting Spelling No Nonsense Spelling 
Scheme Words from statutory word lists 
words ending ‘-able’ and ‘-ible’ Adding 
suffixes beginning with vowels to words 
ending in ‘-fer’ Homophones (‘ce’/‘se’) 
Endings that sound like /ʃəs/ spelt ‘-cious’ or 
‘-tious’ Words with ‘ough’ letter string Words 
ending ‘-cial’ and ‘-tial’ Homophones 
(dessert/ desert, stationery/ stationary, 
complement/ compliment, principle/ 



 

sc whistle science /c/ ch school 
/sh/ ch chef /z/ ze freeze /ear/ 
ere eer here deer /zh/ su si 
treasure vision /j/ dge bridge 
/i/ y crystal / j/ ge large /sh/ ti 
ssi si ci potion mission mansion 
delicious /or/ augh our oar ore 
daughter pour oar more 

 

grammar Punctuation Using a 
capital letter for names of 
people, places, the days of the 
week, and the personal 
pronoun ‘I’ Learning how to 
use both familiar and new 
punctuation correctly: full 
stops, capital letters, 
exclamation marks and 
question marks Commas for 
lists Apostrophes to mark 
where letters are missing in 
spelling and to mark singular 
possession in nouns [for 
example, the girl’s name] 
Consolidation of all KS1 
punctuation Handwriting 
Revision on letter formation 
for lower and upper case 
Revision of Phase 5 Phonics 
Polysyllabic and common 
exception words /aɪ/ spelt ‘i’ in 
common exception words 
(find, kind, mind, behind, child, 
wild, climb) Homophones 
(to/two/too) /s/sound spelt ‘c’ 
before ‘e’, ‘i’ and ‘y’ /dʒ/ sound 
spelt as ‘ge’ and ‘dge’ at the 
end of words, and sometimes 
as ‘g’ elsewhere in words 
before ‘e’, ‘i’ and ‘y’ 
Homophones (here/hear, one/ 
won, sun/son) /n/ sound spelt 
‘kn’ and ‘gn’ at the beginning 
of words Proofreading 
/aɪ/sound spelt ‘y’ Common 
exception words and high-
frequency words (could, 

join letters. Increase the legibility, 
consistency and quality of their 
handwriting. Phonics/Spelling Words 
from statutory spelling list Words 
ending /ʒə/ Words from statutory 
spelling list The /g/ sound spelt ‘gu’ 
Words from statutory spelling list Words 
with the /s/ sound spelt ‘sc’ (Latin in 
origin) Revise possessive apostrophe 
with singular proper nouns from Year 2 
Homophones (peace/piece, main/mane, 
fair/fare) Prefixes ‘in-’, ‘il-’, ‘im-’ and ‘ir-’ 
Words with the /eɪ/ sound spelt ‘ei’, 
‘eigh’ or ‘ey’ Words with the /ʃ/ sound 
spelt ‘ch’ and the /ʌ/ sound spelt ‘ou’ 
Adding suffixes beginning with vowel 
letters to words of more than one 
syllable (‘-ing’, ‘-er’, ‘-en’, ‘-ed’) Words 
with endings sounding like /tʃə/ spelt ‘- 
ture’ Possessive apostrophe with plurals 
Homophones (scene/seen, mail/male, 
bawl/ball) Prefixes ‘anti-’ and ‘inter-’ 
Endings that sound like /ʃən/ spelt ‘- 
cian’, ‘-sion’, ‘-tion’ and ‘-ssion’ Endings 
that sound like /ʒən/ spelt ‘sion’ 
Apostrophes for possession, including 
singular and plural Homophones Suffix ‘-
ous’ Prefixes ‘un-’, ‘dis-’, ‘in-’, ‘re-’, ‘sub-
’, ‘inter-’, ‘super-’, ‘anti-’, ‘auto-’ Suffix ‘-
ly’ added to words ending in ‘y’, ‘le’ and 
‘ic’ 

principal, prophet/profit) Prefixes Revise 
homophones covered in KS2 Words from 
statutory/personal spelling lists Generating 
words from prefixes and roots Rare GPCs 
from statutory word list Words ending in 
‘ant’, ‘-ance and ‘- ancy’ Proofreading own 
writing independently Root words and 
meaning Words ending ‘-ent’, ‘-ence’ and ‘- 
ency’ Words from statutory/personal spelling 
list Homophones (draught/ draft, 
dissent/descent, precede/proceed, wary/ 
weary) Proofreading Commonly misspelt  
 



 

should, would) Contractions 
(can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, it’s, 
couldn’t, I’ll, they’re) /l/ or /əl/ 
sound spelt ‘-le’ at the end of 
words and following a 
consonant Adding endings ‘-
ing’, ‘-ed’, ‘-er’, ‘-est’ to words 
ending in ‘e’ with a consonant 
before it Adding the ending ‘y’ 
to words ending in ‘e’ with a 
consonant before it /iː/ sound 
spelt ‘ey’ Near homophones 
(quite/quiet) /r/ sound spelt 
‘wr’ Adding ‘-ing’, ‘-ed’, ‘-er’, ‘-
est’ and ‘-y’ to words of one 
syllable ending in a single 
consonant after a single vowel 
Common exception words 
(move, prove, improve, should, 
would, could, most, both, only) 
/ɒ/ spelt ‘a’ after ‘w’ and ‘qu’ 
/ʒ/ spelt ‘s’, segmentation and 
syllable clapping. Homophones 
(new/knew) Homophones 
(there, their, they’re) Adding ‘-
es’ to nouns and verbs ending 
in ‘y’ The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt 
‘-el’ at the end of words 
Proofreading: using a 
dictionary/word bank Adding 
endings ‘-ing’, ‘-ed’, ‘-er’, and ‘-
est’ to words ending in ‘-y’ The 
/ɔ:/sound spelt ‘a’ before ‘l’ 
and ‘ll’ The /ɔ:/ sound spelt ‘ar’ 
after ‘w’ ‘-ment’ and ‘-ness’ 
The /ɜ:/ sound spelt ‘or’ after 
‘w’ The possessive apostrophe 
(singular nouns) The /l/ or /əl/ 



 

sound spelt ‘-al’ at the end of 
words Common exception 
words Revise Homophones /ʌ/ 
sound spelt ‘o’ /l/ or /əl/ 
sounds spelt ‘il’ at the end of 
words The possessive 
apostrophe (singular nouns) 
Using an alphabetically- 
ordered word bank Adding 
suffixes ‘-ful’ , ‘-less’ and ‘-ly’ 
Revise Contractions (can’t, 
didn’t, hasn’t, it’s, couldn’t, I’ll, 
they’re) Words ending ‘-tion’ 
Cross-curricular writing 
opportunities Acrostic poems 
linked to Remembrance topic 
Mini-book about China 
 Letter written in the role of 
Florence or Mary 



 

  Encapsulating what they want to  
say, sentence by sentence  
  
Make simple additions , revisions 

and corrections to their own 
writing by:  
  
Evaluating their writing with a 

teacher  
Re-reading to check that their 
writing makes sense and that verbs 

to indicate time are used correctly 
and consistently, including verbs in 
the continuous form  
Proof-reading to check for errors in  
grammar, punctuation and spelling  
  
Read aloud what they have written 

with appropriate intonation to 
make the meaning clear.  

Evaluate and edit by:  
  
Assessing the effectiveness of their own and 
other’s writing and suggesting improvements 

Proposing changes to grammar and 
vocabulary in order to improve consistency, 
including the accurate use of pronouns in 

sentences  
  
Proof-read for spelling and punctuation 
errors.  
  
Perform their own compositions, using 

appropriate intonation, volume and 
movement so that the meaning in clear.   

Describe settings, characters and atmosphere, 
integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action Précising longer passages  
Using a wide range of devices to build up 
cohesion within and across paragraphs Using 
further organisation and presentation devises 

to structure text and guide the reader   
  
Evaluate an edit by:  
  
Assessing the effectiveness of the own and other’s 

writing  
Proposing changes to grammar, vocabulary and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 

meaning  
Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of writing  
Ensuring correct subject and verb agreement 
when using singular and plural, distinguishing 
between the language of speech and writing and 

choosing the appropriate register  
  
Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.  
  
Perform their own compositions, using 
appropriate intonation, volume and movement 

so that meaning is clear.   

  


